
Week Ending 11 April 2014  THIS IS AN OUTSTANDING CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

St Richard Gwyn Catholic High School 

GWYN NEWS  
Consistently in the TOP 25% of 

high performing schools in Wales. 

A HAPPY & HOLY EASTER!   PASG HAPUS! WESOŁYCH ŚWIĄT WIELKIEJ NOCY! 

A successful term 
It is rare we have such a long Spring Term with Easter coming very late this year. This has given us all opportunity to work hard 
on our targets for improving our attainment in all subjects. Teachers and those who support learning have shown their profession-
alism and dedication in providing feedback and advice on how we can do better. Revision classes after school have been well 
attended and sessions during the Easter holidays are all signs we are gearing ourselves for the last push towards the big public 
examinations, GCSEs and A-Levels, shortly after we return from the holiday. Rest is important, but these holidays must also be 
filled with revision programmes which give us all a chance to get the highest grade we can. Learners in Key Stage 3 will also be 
getting themselves ready for their Summer Term examinations. 

Holidays in term time disadvantage learners’ academic progress 
I must remind the whole school community about the importance of school attendance. I am beginning to get a few requests to 
take students away from statutory education for holidays outside the advertised and set times. These will not be authorised unless 
they fit the strict criteria at Key Stage 3 of attendance being in excess of 96%. I will not authorise any absences for learners in Key 
Stage 4 or in the Sixth Form because examinations and controlled assessments cut across all points of term-time delivery. I am 
particularly concerned that parents are asking for extensions to long holidays because this will impact negatively on their child’s 
progress. We all know holidays in term time are cheaper. I am grateful to the majority of parents who comply with our school  
holiday set dates, which we publish well in advance of an academic year. 

Start Term Smart! 
We want to start the Summer Term with everyone ready for 'business as usual'. This is a reminder to those who need to sort out 
shoes and uniform issues that these need to be done in readiness for our return on 28 April. We do not want to deal with  
unacceptable haircuts or styles, or nail polish and make up. Finally, piercings should not be attempted if they will not be healed by 
the time we return. Thank you to the great majority who never need reminding and for looking so fantastic in school at all times! 

We had a very important visit last Friday from two Polish priests. Fr Martin and Fr Adrian are from a diocese in the South West of 
Poland and have interest in setting up a new school in the parish of Racibórz. We were able to showcase St Richard Gwyn to 
them and had the added pleasure of giving our Polish learners chance to be with them around the altar at Mass. Thanks to Mrs 
Biggs and to Mrs Gilowski and our amazing students for their hard work in preparing Polish delicacies for lunch – one of the 
priests wanted the recipe of one particular confection. Our visitors were staying at Bishop’s House in Wrexham and will have told 
Bishop Peter how their visit here went. They told me how impressive our learners are and what a wonderful school we have. 
 

Christ is Risen, Alleluia! 
We have opportunity to turn to God in a special way during these holidays as we celebrate the greatest 
festival of the Church. Easter Sunday is the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead. You will 
see parish details of Masses and special services in this newsletter. We should all realise our responsibility 
to celebrate this great time together with our fellow Christians by actually going along and spending time 
with Jesus, our risen Lord. 

Ronald M Keating 

Headteacher/Prifathro 



Holy Week & Easter Parish Services 
The times of the Masses and services at The Blessed Sacrament,  
Connah’s Quay are: 
Thursday 17 April   7.00pm   Mass of the Lord's Supper 
Friday  18 April   3.00pm  The Lord's Passion 
Saturday  19 April   7.00pm  Easter Vigil 
Sunday  20 April   9.00am  Mass Queensferry 
Sunday  20 April   11.00am Mass Connah’s Quay 
 
The times of the Masses and services at  
The Church of the Immaculate Conception, Flint over Easter are: 
Thursday  17 April   7.30pm   Mass of the Lord's Supper 
Friday  18 April   3.00pm  The Lord's Passion 
Friday  18 April   7.00pm  Stations of the Cross 
Saturday  19 April   10.00am Confessions 
Saturday  19 April   12 noon  Polish Food Blessing 
Saturday  19 April    8.30pm  Easter Vigil 
Sunday  20 April    8.30am Mass 
Sunday  20 April   10.30am Mass 
Sunday  20 April   12 noon  Polish Mass 
 
The times of the Masses and services at St David’s, Mold over Easter 
are: 
Thursday 17 April   7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper     
Friday 18 April   3.00pm The Lord’s Passion                  
Saturday 19 April  8.00pm Easter Vigil 
Sunday  20 April  10am   Mass 
 
The times of the Masses and services at St Winefride, Holywell  
over Easter are: 
Thursday 17 April   7.00pm   Mass of the Lord's Supper 
Friday  18 April   3.00pm  The Lord's Passion 
Friday  18 April   8.00pm  Way of the Cross 
Saturday  19 April   9.00pm  Easter Vigil 
Sunday  20 April   9.20am  Mass  
Sunday  20 April   5.00pm Mass at the Well  

Year 10 Oral Controlled Assessments 
After school revision/preparation sessions for the Year 10 
Welsh GCSE oral controlled assessment will be available 
Monday 28 April, Wednesday 30 April and Friday 2 May in 
both T7 and T8 until 4:30.  The oral examinations will take 
place on Tuesday 6 May and Wednesday 7 May.   
Any pupils wishing to attend for extra help with preparation, 
pronunciation or would just like somewhere to learn the work 
must bring a signed note from a parent/guardian giving them 
permission to stay after school.  Extra assistance is also 
available on: Moodle2 : Cymraeg : Blwyddyn 10 : GCSE 
Controlled Assessment. 

Spring Music Concert  
Last night around twenty six acts involving around eighty students and staff entertained their audience through music and dance 
at the Spring Concert. Humorously compered by Sixth Form student Simon Joy and Faye Torry, the evening featured a wide  
variety of musical styles presented by soloists and group ensembles. Students were involved in every aspect of the preparation,  
organisation and presentation of the evening under the direction of Miss Thomas, Curriculum Leader of Music and Mrs Fitzjohn, 
Curriculum Leader of Drama. It was a very enjoyable and inspiring evening that showcased the numerous talents of our students. 
Well done to everyone who took part in any way. 

Record Winners 

Congratulations to 

Adolis Bagdziunuu and  

Im Wangmuanklang                               

who have achieved over 

five hundred merits 

each.  This fantastic 

total in excess of one 

thousand merits has set 

a new school record.  

Their award was  a well 

deserved Easter egg.  

Can this record be  

broken? 


