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Staff Leaving us after years of dedicated service 
Staff yn ein gadael ni ar ôl blynyddoedd o wasanaeth ffyddlon 
 
The influence of teachers on our lives cannot be underestimated. Our thanks and best wishes cannot be expressed by mere 
words. Our prayers and hope for a future well-earned rest for those who are retiring are combined with our gratitude. For staff 
going on to other opportunities as teachers we offer not only thanks, but the assurance of our prayers for a bright and fulfilling 
career! You will always be welcome back as members of our school family. 
Mr C Barnes  Mrs M McNally  Mr N Gibbons  Ms C Morgan 
Mr A Oldfield  Mr S Roberts  Mrs R Williams  Mr G Carden 
Dr J Eastham  Miss S Jackson 
 
Three members of staff need to be drawn from this list for particular attention. All pupils might think we have put Mr Gibbons’ 
name in as a mistake, because they have never seen him or known him. He came here 25 years ago and became Deputy Head-
teacher. A secondment from this school for nearly half those years has not taken away his substantive post. He has worked lat-
terly for the Welsh Government. We wish him well in his retirement. 
Mrs McNally came here 33 years ago after spending only a few years away in training to be a teacher after having been a pupil 
through the school. Her association with this school goes back many years and as Head of Year/Director of Learning she has 
taken 5 year groups through, approximately 1,000 pupils, to the end of their compulsory education. Her demonstrable care has 
been unstintingly given and her life of faith lived through this important work of dedicated service. 
Mr Barnes started as a teacher of science 35 years ago and has served this school without compare for all that time, latterly and 
significantly as Assistant Headteacher. His attention to detail and ability to get things done have made him almost irreplaceable; 
he will be missed. Living his Catholic calling to be a teacher, with faithfulness, has been at the heart of everything he has done. 
  
Make an excellent start to the new academic year 
Dechreuwch y flwyddyn academaidd newydd yn ardderchog 
  
The long summer holidays are a time for us to recharge the batteries. Enjoy them whether you stay locally or go away and return 
refreshed ready for another year of learning. 
Getting ready for September also important. Spend time in the holidays reading and doing little academic exercises is no bad way 
of keeping our skills in literacy and numeracy up-to-scratch for a speedy start as the new term begins. Keeping an activity diary 
might be a good way of doing this: sports’ notes, or nature trail records, or simply a collection of important milestones you have 
achieved. Share this with your family and get your parents involved, so learning is a family activity. 
On a practical note, given we grow, making sure when we shop for clothes and shoes that they will fit and last is important and is 
better not left until last minute. 
Outrageous haircuts and other things we do at the start of the holidays must be sorted out so we do not waste learning time when 
we come back. I think everybody knows what I am saying, and the school rules make this clear in your planners. 
I know the message is understood by a massive percentage of our students and their families support us so well in all of this.  
Another excellent way of starting the school year has to mean we are actually here. It is catastrophic for many learners when they 
miss the first days of the new academic year. Things happen at the step-up to a new year that cannot be repeated. NO HOLI-
DAYS SHOULD BE TAKEN OUTSIDE SCHOOL DESIGNATED DATES. Nobody in Key Stage 4 or 5 should take holidays during 
term time because this can cut across examinations and controlled assessments.  
I seriously do not want children in Key Stage 3 to be out of school either. As a school we have a drive to improve attendance. This 
is also true of those who miss a bus and then don’t make an effort to get into school. Too many days lost will impact negatively on 
academic performance. We are here to help with anyone who requires strategies to deal with this problem. 
We have a large number of students who have achieved 100% attendance this year, and we congratulate them heartily! 
 
Our Estyn inspection report and Diocese of Wrexham inspection report shall be published on 20 July. Their recommendations will 
show what needs to be done to improve our provision. Some of the areas we need to work on are referred to in this message from 
me, and others are part of detailed planning already underway to put changes into place from September. We value the unstinting 
support given to us in making this school the wonderful place it is, where young people are valued and their potential is unlocked. 
The pride we must have in our young people is confirmed in the testimony of every visitor and person who has any dealings with 
our pupils. This shows our strength. 
 
Mr RM Keating 
Prifathro/Headteacher 
  
 



Work Experience 
Profiad Gwaith 
Year 10 student Bethany Millington's skills in photography were put to good use recently.  As part of her Work Experience place-
ment she took wonderful pictures of many of the activities that took part during Enrichment Week, some of which are seen here.  
Congratulations Bethany, you did a brilliant job! 

Enrichment Week 2016 
Wythnos Cyfoethogi 2016 
Enrichment week has always been intended to “do exactly as it says on the tin” i.e. provide 
our pupils (and Staff) with opportunities that they would not normally experience through the 
regular curriculum timetable. The very fact that these experiences happen within a different 
time frame that extends into a whole day or, indeed, into two and three day activities means 
real depth can be explored in a variety of ways. 
And so it was with this year’s enriching four days and with a host of activities on offer: Paris 
trip, Cardiff, Harry Potter Studio, Survival camp, International Eisteddfod, fishing, Surf 
Snowdonia and Chester Zoo. In School, film activity, Budo workshop, design technology 
workshops, Year 9 challenge day, SRG Bake Off, Inflatable Challenge activities, Maths 
relay, Science Potion making and rollercoaster, 5x60 Sports, Welsh Rapper, Flint castle walk and Lifeboat Station visit. 

All in all a very successful four days, extending our regular curriculum activities considerably. Some of it was challenging, some of it 
huge fun, but all of it, an enriching experience! 



Cardiff 
Caerdydd 
 
During Enrichment Week, 40 pupils spent 3 days visiting our capital 
city, Cardiff.  First we  went to St Fagan’s National Folk Museum, 
which is an open air museum containing various buildings and sites 
of interest from throughout Wales and various stages of history 
which have been renovated and rebuilt at St Fagan’s. 
 
Wednesday saw us spending the day in Cardiff Bay starting off with 
a guided tour around Cardiff City Stadium.  We then took a relaxing 
bout trip around Cardiff Bay and the barrage area which was then 
topped off with ice cream for everybody from Cadwaladers.  Energy 
levels were then significantly increased when all the pupils took part 
in the white water rafting.  Although some pupils appeared slightly 
cautious at first, all pupils thoroughly enjoyed themselves and had a 
brilliant time.   
 
On the final day, we went to Cardiff town centre.  Pupils had the 
opportunity to spend some time shopping in St David’s 2 Shopping 
Centre.  We then headed over to Cardiff Castle where pupils had a 
guided tour around the interior of the castle followed by a session 
about medieval weaponry and armour.  We then went to the top of 
the keep, with breathtaking views of the city.  The castle grounds 
also provided a beautiful backdrop for eating our lunch.  After lunch, 
pupils were given yet another treat, this time, Welsh cakes in a 
range of varieties; traditional, chocolate, jam, lemon and coconut – 
chocolate were by far the most popular! 
 
Pupils had a brilliant few days and were highly praised by staff at all 
of the places we visited for their enthusiasm, manners and  
behaviour. 



France Tour 2016 - Futuroscope, Paris & Disneyland Paris 
Taith i Ffrainc 2016 

There was excitement in the air as the pupils arrived late Sunday evening for the long coach journey from school to Poitiers. Fi-
nally enrichment week had arrived and we were off to France for five days! The coach journey there was tiring but broken up by 
DVDs, sweets and plenty of chatter from the years 7’s! Upon arrival to our first hotel, ‘Jules Verne’, with   underwater themed 
rooms, we dropped off our bags and headed straight into the Park. We made the most of our first evening in Futuroscope as the 
pupils explored the park, enjoyed some well earned tea and finished the night with the fantastic laser show! An early start on 
Tuesday meant we had a full day in Futuroscope. There were plenty of simulators and rides to enjoy, including the Dancing Ro-
bots and exciting Journeys with Arthur and those crazy rabbits! The day was again finished off with the spectacular laser show. 
After a great two days in Poitiers, the pupils were feeling tired but there was a sense of excitement for what Paris had to offer… 

Wednesday morning arrived and the pupils were excellent in packing their bags and getting onto the coach on time for our journey 
to Paris. We saw the Eiffel Tower and football fan zones, explored Musee d’Orsay, had our Picnic and a prayer outside the beauti-
ful Notre Dame and briefly visited the Louvre before walking to the Arc de Triomphe. As the pupils walked up the Champs-
Élysées, we sang the Welsh National anthem and soon arrived for our climb up to the top of the Arc de Triomphe. 284 steps later 
and we could enjoy the spectacular views of Paris! We said a prayer at the grave of the unknown soldier before heading on again 
to find somewhere for our evening meal. After tea, the day came to a close as the pupils were able to see the Eiffel Tower light up 
at 11 o’clock before heading back to the second hotel on the coach.  

One more fun filled day left before the long journey home—Disneyland Paris was our next stop! A whole day of enjoying the rides 
and shows at Universal Studios and the Disneyland Park lay ahead and the pupils were buzzing with excitement. After a fun filled 
day on the rides, watching the parades and enjoying the sunshine, we watched yet another spectacular show of the Disney Fire-
works at the Castle that night. Another day complete and we left the parks feeling thoroughly thrilled and delighted. 

Friday was the journey home and the pupils were looking forward to seeing their parents.  The time was broken up by a Disney 
sing-a-long, Quiz, DVD’s and our award giving! The pupils were well behaved, polite and respectful throughout their time and 
were an asset to us all! A wonderful time was had by all! 



Survival Camp 

One group of Year 8  and one group of Year 
10 students took part in a survival camp. 
They were greeted off the bus with the bark-
ing sound of Mr Roberts dressed in full 
military attire bellowing out instructions. 
Soon after they took part in a number 
different activities testing their teamwork, 
leadership and problem solving skills. This 
involved lighting fires, a full army assault 
course, shelter building and a water slide! 
The children took part whole-heartedly and 
had great fun. This proved to be an extremely 
rewarding experience for both staff and 
students. 

Surf Snowdonia Dolgarrog 
 
Tuesday 5 July years 7,8 & 9 spent the day at Surf Snowdonia Dolgar-
rog. Surf Snowdonia is an artificial wave pool at Dolgarrog in the 
Conwy valley, North Wales. It is the world's first commercial artificial 
surfing lake and the United Kingdom's only artificial surfing lake. 
The students enjoyed a go on the 'Crash and Splash' obstacle course. 
Then each group took part in a beginner lesson in the 'Wave Garden'. 
They had a brilliant day and enjoyed both aspects of the day. They 
showed great team work and encouraged  each other throughout the 
activities whether it was their turn to take part or to be a spectator. 
Da'iawn pawb, a fantastic day had by all. 



Masters in Educational Practice graduation �
Graddio Meistr mewn Ymarfer Addysgol 
�
Miss Emma Spence, Mr Ricky Davies and Miss Emma 
Daniels all graduated with a Masters Degree in Educa-
tional Practice at Cardiff University this week. They are 
among the first cohort to graduate from this unique 
programme, which saw collaboration from universities 
across Wales, placing Wales at the forefront of teacher 
professional development within the UK and interna-
tionally.  

The Masters in Educational Practice equips teachers 
with the knowledge and skills required to mitigate the 
effects of socio-economic deprivation on educational 
achievement, improve learner outcomes and support a 
model of life-long improvement of professional prac-
tice. Following three years of hard work and dedica-
tion, the three teachers are suitably proud of their 
achievements, and looking forward to facing the chal-
lenges of their roles in the coming year. 

SRG Raspberry Jam 
 
On Friday 1 July, Year 9 MAT students from 5 local schools 
came together at St Richard Gwyn to take part in the second 
SRG Raspberry Jam, run by Mr Carden. During the day,  
students learned about how this wonderful device can be 
used to develop coding skills and make machines. Suitable 
for beginners and experts alike, the day looked at program-
ming with Python (text-based language) and creating traffic 
light systems to control with the Pi, a great example of physi-
cal programming. Lots of fun was had by all involved, with  
participants, both beginner and expert, demonstrating awe-
some coding skills. A big ‘thank you’ to all involved, and to 
those who didn't participate, keep your eyes open for future Pi 
events. 
Mr Carden. 
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If there are any changes to your child’s personal details 
 i.e. address, telephone numbers, mobile numbers and 

any medical information, please inform your child's 
Learning Coach immediately in writing so the  

school’s database can be updated. �
��������	
�

AUTUMN 2016 

Thursday       1   September 2016 - School Closed to Pupils Staff Training Day 

Friday            2   September 2016– School Closed to Pupils Staff Training Day 

Monday         5   September 2016 - Start of Term (Year 7 & Seniors only) School Opens 8.50am 

Tuesday        6   September 2016 - Start of Term ( All students) School Opens 8.50am 

Friday          21   October 2016 – Half Term School Closes 3.30pm 

Monday       31   October– Start of Term School Opens 8.50am 

Friday          16   December 2016 – End of Term (Christmas) School  Closes 2.00pm 

SPRING 2017 

Tuesday        3   January 2017 – School Closed to Pupils Staff Training Day 

Wednesday   4   January 2017 – Start of Term School Opens 8.50am 

Friday          17   February 2017 – Half Term School Closes 3.30pm 

Monday       27   February 2017 – Start of Term School Opens 8.50am 

Friday           7  April 2017 – End of Term (Easter) School Closes 3.30pm 

SUMMER 2017 

Monday       24 April 2017 – School Closed to Pupils Staff Training Day 

Tuesday      25  April 2017 – Start of Term School Opens 8.50am 

Monday       1   May 2017 – May Day Bank Holiday School Closed 

Friday         26  May 2017  – Half Term School Closes 3.30pm 
Monday        5  June 2017 – Start of Term School Opens 8.50am 

Thursday    20  July 2017 – End of Term (Summer) School Closes 2.00pm 

Friday         21  July 2017 – School closed to Pupils Staff Training Day (Twilights) 


