
Poetry Analysis Level 7 

Two Scavengers in a Truck, Two beautiful people in a Mercedes – Charlotte Roberts 9H  

This poem is about the difference in society these days and how two pairs of people can live 

completely different lives but can be so close to each other at the same time.  

The poem has two working class men who work for the city collecting rubbish and two rich, posh 

people who go for a posh meeting in the city. The pairs live totally different lives but they are so 

close together. There are a lot of stereotypes in this poem because it suggests that the men working 

in a garbage truck don’t live good lives and the posh people do.  The meaning of this poem is 

summed up in the last word ‘democracy’. The word democracy concludes this poem because it 

doesn’t necessarily work and not everyone is on the same level, in this poem it is rich and poor. The 

red light holds these people together that are different in society but inside they’re the same.  

The structure in the poem all goes back to the meaning because the lines hang over each other. This 

is very relevant because it once again shows the difference in the world today from the scavengers 

and the beautiful people.  

The language used in this poem is very vivid and it conveys in a strong way, what the poem wants to 

get across. Straight away, we can see in the title that the poem is about different classes in the 

world. There is common American language like downtown, stoop, grungy and hip. There is a lot of 

alliteration in this poem e.g. grungy/grey/gargoyle, casually coifed. When the writer uses American 

language, it gives you clearer imagery in your mind; it is like you are there in America. The writer 

uses a simile when he says ‘gargoyle Quasimodo’. This gives us the impression that the scavengers 

are like monsters and aren’t nice people. He also uses repetition of words like blond, elegant, which 

emphasises these two pairs of characters.  

It suggests at the end, “Is America really a democracy?” 

 


