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60th ANNIVERSARY YEAR 
DATHLU 60 MLYNEDD 

CONGRATULATIONS ON OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY        LLONGYFARCHIADAU AR EIN PENBLWYDD YN 60 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1,500 gathered for an open air Mass of Celebration and Rededication at the end of the 60th Anniversary year at St Richard 
Gwyn Catholic High School on Wednesday afternoon, 15 July 2015. 
The Mass was presided over by The Archbishop of Liverpool, the Most Reverend Malcolm McMahon, OP who is Chair of Edu-
cation for the Catholic Bishops’ Conference for England and Wales. He was pleased to be with us, at the request of the Bishop 
of Wrexham, who was also present with Emeritus Bishop Edwin Regan. A large number of diocesan clergy were also present to 
concelebrate the Mass. The Archbishop reminded us in his homily that God wants us to be true to ourselves so we can be more 
effective in sending his message to every part of the earth. Earlier he had said, ‘People have come to this school for years to 
learn how to live and learn how to love. We have come together to celebrate 60 years of religious and Catholic Education and 
that is a terrific thing!’ 
The celebration was enhanced, after months of meticulous and dedicated preparation, by amazing musical leadership from the 
school orchestra and choir with solo singers. Every member of the school community had a part to play ‘in a massive demon-
stration of teamwork,’ as Mr Keating said in his closing remarks. He was pleased to present the Archbishop with a ‘World Gift’ of 
a donkey as a gesture of thanks. This will help a community in another part of the world to perform life changing work. 
The school was pleased to make this a diocesan event, with headteachers and staff of local and diocesan schools. More espe-
cially it was about our family of schools with hundreds of students from the Catholic feeder primary schools there, from St 
Mary’s, Flint; St Anthony’s, Saltney; St David’s, Mold; St Winefride’s, Holywell and the Venerable Edward Morgan, Shotton. 
Their part in the liturgy was highlighted when a student, accompanied by each headteacher, brought up school uniform as a 
symbol of our offering to God. 

In addition, the school’s alumni were present in good numbers, together with dioce-
san organisations and societies, including religious sisters, the Catenian Associa-
tion and the Union of Catholic Mothers. Showing how important developing voca-
tions to the priesthood is for us as a school, three former students who are now 
priests were with us. It was also a sign of great faithfulness that we had students 
from the first year of the school’s existence taking part. All these contributions were 
able to demonstrate what an amazing family this school is. This was enhanced by 
dignitaries and representatives of local government and people who serve us in 
public life, many of whom are past students. This gives a real sense of what influ-
ence is brought for good in the whole of society through our school. 
In addition to the Mass we put on our Annual Fine Art and Photography Exhibition. 
Archbishop McMahon and the other Bishops and invited guests were filled with 
admiration for the exhibits. They felt they demonstrated the obvious talent of so 

many of our students. The reception for guests was enhanced by refreshments prepared for us by our catering students, who 
had made delicious shortbread and flapjacks. As a backdrop to this gathering was a meticulously planned exhibition from our 
archives put together by Mr Gareth Royles (who incidentally is retiring from a distinguished career among us after 42 years) and 
his wife Kath, former Headteacher at Whitford. Everybody enjoyed looking for themselves on photographs and reminiscences 
abounded, often with hilarious stories, about former school days. 
Words of praise filled the air and have come in to school through countless messages over the last hours. We now dedicate 
ourselves to the future, looking for fantastic examination results and excellent achievement. Have a Happy and Safe Summer 
Holiday, everybody! Gwyliau Hapus!  



Charity Cycling Challenge 
Her Seiclo Elusen 
Alan Morris, father of Amy and Sophie who are students here, will 
be taking on the daunting challenge of cycling the 874 miles from 
Lands’ End to John 0' Groats later this month to raise funds for 
local charity, L' Arche Flintshire. 
L’Arche is developing an am-
bitious scheme of new acces-
sible housing for people with 
learning disabilities and older 
people to live independently 
with support. They are also 
aiming to set up social enter-
prises to provide employment 
opportunities for people with 
learning disabilities from 
across the county.  
Jacqui Lewis, L’Arche’s Com-
munity Leader for Flintshire, 
says: “We are overwhelmed that someone would undertake to do 
such an amazing and tough challenge to raise money for our pro-
ject. We are all so grateful to Alan for doing this for us.” 
Alan will be writing a daily blog throughout his journey, to keep 
everyone updated on his programme. If you would like to support 
Alan and the L’Arche project, r read his blog, please visit: 
http://www.justgiving.com/Alan-Morris60 

Dressage Success!  Llwyddiant Marchogaeth 

Zahra Bennett 9H won the North East Wales Dressage 
Championships at Coleg Cambria Northop on Saturday 4 
July. Zahra and her horse Lola had a winning score of 72.8% 
in the introductory dressage test and 68.7% in the prelim 
dressage test. To qualify for the event Zahra has been com-
peting in classes of 20 or 
more competitors since last 
September and only the top 
two competitors in each class 
qualified for the champion-
ships. 
On the day Zahra beat off stiff 
competition from 14 other 
competitors in her class to 
claim her championship sash 
in the introductory class. 
 
In addition Zahra has won the 
North East Wales dressage 
league for her age group on 
the same day. 

Congratulations and good luck for the future championships!  

Staff Leaving us after years of dedicated service 
Staff yn ein gadael ni ar ôl blynyddoedd o wasanaeth ffyddlon 
The influence of teachers on our lives cannot be underestimated. Our thanks and best wishes cannot be expressed by mere 
words. Our prayers and hope for a future well-earned rest for those who are retiring are combined with our gratitude. For staff 
going on to other opportunities as teachers we offer not only thanks, but the assurance of our prayers for a bright and fulfilling 
career! You will always be welcome back as members of our school family. 
Mr Gareth Royles   Mrs Gaynor Williams   Mr Mal Pulford  Mrs Cecilia Grundey   
Mrs Antoinette Rawson  Mrs Barbara Biggs  Ms Charlotte Renowden Mr David Ellis  
Mr John Jones    Mr Will Hewitt   Mrs A Sadczuk  Mr Dafydd Young  
Mrs Sheila Bennett  Mr Adrian  Walker 
 
Make an excellent start to the new academic year 
Dechreuwch y flwyddyn academaidd newydd yn ardderchog 
 
As the long summer holidays, well deserved, are upon us I am slightly horrified to see the stores stock up with ‘Back to School’ 
merchandise. Let’s get the current year out of the way, is what I really think! 
However, the message is something I do want all of us to take seriously. Getting ready for September is no bad thing. Spend time 
in the holidays reading and doing little academic exercises is no bad way of keeping our skills up-to-scratch for a speedy start as 
the new term begins. 
On a practical note, given we grow, making sure when we shop for clothes and shoes that they will fit and last is important. This 
must be done in good time and is better not left until last minute. 
Outrageous haircuts and other things we do at the start of the holidays must be sorted out so we do not waste learning time when 
we come back. I think everybody knows what I am saying. 
I know the message is understood by a massive percentage of our students and their families support us so well in all of this.  
Another excellent way of starting the school year has to mean we are actually present. It is catastrophic for many learners when 
they miss the first days of the new academic year. Things happen at the step-up to a new year that cannot be repeated. NO 
HOLIDAYS SHOULD BE TAKEN OUTSIDE SCHOOL DESIGNATED DATES. Please realise your education will be best en-
hanced by being in school. Nobody in Key Stage 4 or 5 should take holidays during term time because this can cut across exami-
nations and controlled assessments.  
I seriously do not want children in Key Stage 3 to be out of school either. As a school we have a drive to improve attendance. This 
is also true of those who miss a bus and then don’t make an effort to get into school. Too many days lost will impact negatively on 
academic performance. We are here to help with anyone who requires strategies to deal with this problem. 
On a positive note, we have a large number of students who have achieved 100% attendance this year, and we congratulate 
them heartily! 
Mr RM Keating 
Headteacher 

AUTUMN 2015 

Tuesday       1 September 2015 - School Closed to Pupils Staff Training Day 

Wednesday  2 September 2015– Start of Term (Year 7 & Seniors only) School Opens 8:50am 

Thursday     3 September 2015 - Start of Term (All Students) School Opens 8:50am 

A Level Exam Result Day       13 August 2015 
GCSE Year 11 Exam Result Day     20 August 2015 


