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 INSPECTION 2008 

NEW YORK NEW YORK  
A Visit of a lifetime!! 

On Sunday, 27 October, after being all set and ready to go, 
we received the phone call from each of our group leaders to 
inform us of the cancellation of our first flight due to the storm 
of the century. We were told that there was the possibility of 
organising a coach and to be on call for 11pm. Slightly panic 
stricken, we continued as if we were still going.   

After waiting in anticipation for a few hours, we finally re-
ceived a call to tell us that the tour operators had managed to 
secure us a coach to Heathrow. We were delighted to know 
that the trip would go ahead as planned. Thanks to the coach 
drivers, we arrived safely after travelling through  storm –
force winds. 

On Monday, after 16 hours of travelling, including a seven 
hour flight, we arrived at JFK. Tired, yet excited, we made our 
way through customs and met our guide to the hotel: Marty. 
When we arrived at the hotel, we were pleasantly surprised 
by the size and quality of the room. After a change of clothes 
we met as a group, and made our way to the Empire State 
Building. When we reached the top we were completely taken 
aback by the stunning New York skyline. After taking many 
pictures, we went on to our first meal in the ‘Big Apple’-
McDonald’s. After receiving an American size portion of 
chicken nuggets, we made our way back to the hotel feeling 
exhausted. 

After a good night's sleep we went for breakfast, McDonald’s 
again! At around 10.00 we were greeted by our tour guide, 
Gordon, who took us on a whistle- stop tour of New York City. 
This included Central Park, where we visited the John Len-
non Memorial. In the afternoon we arrived at Rockefeller 
Plaza from where we went onto NBC television studios. There we took part in a mock broadcast and a tour of the building,  
discovering a lot about the television studios. We then paid a visit to St Patrick's Cathedral where we lit candles for loved ones. 
After battling through Times Square we safely made it back to the hotel, where we then made arrangements for dinner. 

On Wednesday, after a healthy breakfast, we walked to the Radio City Music Hall, while we were there we met a delightful tour 
guide, Alvin, who gave us a tour of Radio City. We marvelled at the size and mechanics of the main stage at the front of one of 
the biggest theatres in the world, seating 6000 with no pillars to obstruct viewing. We were informed all about the famous Rock-
ettes and even got to meet one! After the spectacular tour we rushed to Broadway. Where we went to watch Orlando Bloom and 
Condola Rashad perform in Romeo and Juliet. It was an amazing performance and there were even a few tears. 
 
On Thursday morning we were saddened by the fact it was our last day in New York City. We boarded the coach and made our 
way to the 9/11 memorial. When we arrived, it was extremely moving. The two water features that now stood where the twin tow-
ers had once stood were engraved with the names of the hundreds who lost their lives during the attack. It was a very sombre 
atmosphere. 

We then made our way to the Staten Island Ferry on which we  sailed past the statue of Liberty. Unfortunately it was windy, foggy 
and rainy. Luckily however we could still make out the statue of Liberty and the New York Skyline. We then, as a group, had a 
meal together in a lovely restaurant and then returned to the hotel. Then we were let loose for last minute shopping. 

We departed from JFK airport and began our journey home. Our time in New York was great, we enjoyed every minute of it and 
didn’t want to go home. We arrived at Manchester airport on Friday 1 November, exhausted, but also glad to be home. New York 
will definitely remain an iconic memory in our lives. 

Overall we had an amazing time. We would like to thank the teachers who went with us for keeping us safe and for organising the 
trip for us to have an excellent time. We enjoyed every aspect of the trip and were reluctant to leave.       
              By Hannah Swain and Lauren Maddocks 
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With Deepest Sympathy 
It was with sadness that we heard of 
the death of Mr Tony Cattermoul a past 
member of staff, Head of Humanities. 
Mr Cattermoul was a towering intellect 
with an equally expansive sense of 
humour. He will be fondly remembered 
by colleagues, past and present, as a great teacher 
and formidable adversary in a debate. 
Pupils and students were inspired by his obvious 
intelligence and love of History, his main subject.  
His witty asides are much quoted down the ages. 
 
We keep Mrs Cattermoul (Carolyn) and his family in 
our prayers. May Tony’s soul rest in peace. 

Chemistry Work Day 
On Thursday, twenty girls from Year 10 
went on a Chemistry Trip to the OPTIC 
Centre in St Asaph.  The aim of the trip 
is to encourage girls to take chemistry 
as a future career.   
We participated in various chemistry 
related activities throughout the day 
these included talks with forensic  
scientists, analytical chemists, a fuel 
chemist and Dwr Cymru. 
Sophie Davies 10M won a Ferrari 
jacket from the the Shell and Ferrari F1 
team for her participation in one of the 
quizzes. 
All the girls are now excited about possible future careers involving chemistry. 

Gwisgodd Sant Richard o yn Binc!   
St Richard Gwyn wore it Pink! 

Roeddem yn y pinc 2013!  We were in the pink 2013! 

October was breast cancer awareness month. On Thursday 24  

October the students and staff at St. Richard Gwyn had their fifth non-
uniform day with a difference. By wearing something pink they brought to 
an end our money raising activities in support of the WEAR IT PINK  
campaign.   
As well as donating money, pupils and staff also bought badges for the 
Wear It Pink campaign. Our caring restaurant staff and Sixth Formers made 
and donated pink cakes to sell (many thanks to you all – they sold out in 15 
minutes).  Some forms have also filled collection tins with spare change. 
Once again SRG’s pupils and staff show their support for our wider  
community.  

The latest total money raised is … £1302.53    
Mini Welsh Assembly Election 
Year 12 students held a ‘Mini Welsh Assembly Election’ 
before half term to elect a political party as part of their 
Welsh Baccalaureate Qualification.  Four parties were rep-
resented: Welsh Conservatives, Welsh Labour, Welsh Lib-
eral Democrats and Plaid Cymru.  The students spent sev-
eral lessons learning about the manifestos of each party, 
focusing on the issues that were relevant to young people 
like themselves.  From this they canvassed to promote 
their parties and at the end of the half term held a mock election where they presented their impressive party political broadcast 
videos.  The 6th Form pupils and staff were asked to vote for their preferred political party and the winners of the election were the 
Liberal Democrats with a land-slide victory!  The pupils should be very proud of the way they conducted themselves during this 
unit; their attitude to learning was excellent and their final broadcasts were of a really high quality.  Well done, Year 12! 


