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Headteacher’s Message 

As a community at St. Richard Gwyn Catholic High School, we strive to achieve the highest standards in 
everything that we do. While we make every effort to achieve the best academic outcomes and 
examination results for our students, we also work hard to ensure that we develop the whole 
person.   We are unwavering in our commitment to our young people; helping them to become 
confident young adults who are happy and successful, rooted in the values of the Gospel. 
  

We want our school community to continue to be a special place in which to grow and learn.  During the 
next half term, as part of our reflections during Lent, we will be looking at the school’s mission 
statement. This will involve the whole community: students, staff, parents, governors and parishes. 
Using the five Ws (welcome, word, witness, welfare and worship), we will develop a new mission 
statement to articulate the vision we have for the school that we would like to be. A school where each 
individual is valued and respected, where all are supported and encouraged, and where we truly learn 
together in Christ.  
 

We look forward to sharing this work with you and welcome your contribution. Thank you for your 
support as we work together, ensuring our students are the very best that they can be.  
 
Catherine McCormack 

 

Neges y Pennaeth 



2    DYSGU Â’N GILYDD YNG NGHRIST 
 

Christmas Celebrations 

ven though Christmas seems a long time 

ago now, it is worth reflecting upon the 

fantastic end to the previous half term.  Our 

advent celebrations came to a wonderful 

culmination at our Christmas Reflection on 

Thursday evening before the end of term.  Well 

done for all the hard work that went on behind 

the scenes, and to all of our fantastic singers, 

musicians and performers.   

We were also thrilled to open up our 

school to the local community, and host local 

parishioners at our annual SVP Mass and Meal:  

throughout the Advent period, the pupils 

demonstrated their faith in action by providing 

donations for the SVP hampers to donate to those 

in need locally.  The support from the families of 

our pupils was fantastic and we know that 

everyone’s generosity helped those in need at 

what can be a difficult time of year for some. 

 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

“The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch 

them without doing anything.” - Albert Einstein 
 

e recognise that each person is made 
in the image of God and, as such, we all 
deserve to be treated with dignity and 

respect. During January, we have reflected this 
ethos in form time, assemblies and RE lessons on 
this Catholic Social Teaching to emphasise the 
importance of this message. Catholic Social 
Teaching promotes a fair and just world where 
every single person is treated with respect, and as 
part of our studies, we have explored this year’s 

theme of Holocaust Memorial Day: Standing 
Together. It is a reminder to us all, that together 
we stand stronger for a better world, where we 
reject all forms of racism, prejudice and 
discrimination. Pupils were invited to create a 
flame and, on it, write a prayer to remember the 
lives of all those lost in the Holocaust and to make 
a commitment to be social responsible young 
people.  

 

The God Who Speaks
 

s part of our special celebration of the Year 
of the Word, our young people have been 
exploring God's word through song, sign 

language and role play. A special thank you to 
Father Fretch for blessing our bibles in assembly.  
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Dathliadau Nadolig 

Diwrnod Coffa’r Holocaust 

Y Dduw Sy’n Siarad 

Dathliadau Nadolig 
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 Fundraising Auction Evening 

s many will be aware, Cody in year 10 is 

undergoing treatment for a rare form of 

bone cancer requiring several visits to 

Alder Hey per week for treatment and 

chemotherapy.  To help support the family, Mrs C 

Jones organised a raffle before Christmas, but was 

inundated with donations, so the raffle became 

an auction evening.  We were able to raise £1262 

on the evening to donate to the family.  Thank you 

to all those who donated prizes, provided 

refreshments or entertainment, were able to be 

there on the evening or who supported the event 

in any way.  We are also grateful to the Urdd 

dancers, year 8 drama group and Weronika and 

Isaac in year 11 who provided entertainment 

during the interval which had the audience 

captivated.  Cody’s family and friends are 

extremely grateful for everyone’s support 

through this difficult period. 

 

Aberystwyth University History Lecture 

ear 12 and 13 history students were treated 
to a lecture from Dr. Gerry Hughes from 
Abersytwyth University, about the legacy of 

Chamberlain’s policy of appeasement during the 
1930s. This event was organised to set the scene 
for students to complete their NEA as part of their 
A Level. The focus was the historiography of 
appeasement. 

Dr Hughes is a specialist in diplomatic history and 
British Foreign Policy and has written extensively 
on the subject of appeasement. He is a regular 
contributor to the Journal of Contemporary 
History and is the author of ‘The Postwar Legacy 
of Appeasement: British Foreign Policy Since 
1945.’ Students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the 
lecture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 

Y 
Darlith Hanes Prifysgol Aberystwyth 

Noson Godi Arian 
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Welsh in the Future 

he focus for year 9 on Friday 24 was the role 

that Welsh can play in their futures. This is 

a well established event at St Richard Gwyn, 

which has been successfully applied to other 

schools throughout the region throughout the 

years. The morning started with an introduction 

from Mr Davies, followed by a session from local 

MP Rob Roberts, who was educated through the 

medium of Welsh at Ysgol Maes Garmon who 

spoke about how Welsh is a key part of everyday 

life.  Pupils were then treated to sessions with 

Welsh rapper and beatboxer, Mr Phormula.  The 

morning provided plenty of food for thought as to 

how important Welsh can be in our futures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Urdd Dance Competition 
 

n Saturday 1st February, Mrs C Jones 
accompanied a group of pupils to Rhyl 
High School for the preliminary rounds of 

the dance competitions.  Well done to Jessica and 
Maddie who competed with a duet that they 
choreographed themselves, and congratulations 
to Isaac who achieved a silver medal for his solo 
performance!  Da iawn, bawb!  Dance club is held 
every Wednesday afterschool in the theatre and 
everyone of all abilities is welcome.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

T 

O 

Cymraeg yn y Dyfodol 

Cystadleuaeth Ddawns yr Urdd 

We are currently taking applications for our extremely successful sixth form – 

see Mrs T Jones for more information or for an application form. 
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Pupil Successes
 

Oxbridge Offers 

e are extremely 
proud of all our 
students at St 
Richard Gwyn.  

This half term, we were 
thrilled for Adolis and Alex 
who received offers to 
study chemical engineering 
at Oxford University and Geography at Cambridge 
University respectively.  Well done, both, we are 
extremely proud of you and your dedication!                         
 

Olympic Games Longlist 
 

ongratulations to Ana in year 10 for being 
shortlisted for team GB for the Tokyo Olympic 
Games this summer for wheelchair basketball!  

It is a brilliant achievement to be considered at such a 
young age. We are behind you 100% as you continue 
your training over the coming months. 
 

Unbeatable Running 

den has been extremely busy once more, in 
particular competing in the North East Wales 
Schools Cross Country Championships and 
beating off all other athletes from Flintshire, 

Denbighshire and Wrexham schools!  As a result, she 
will now lead the North East Wales team at the Welsh 

Schools Championships in 
Brecon on the 11th March 
– we wish you the best of 
luck!  Just 2 days after this 
event, Eden also ran in 
the Llandudno-Colwyn 
Bay Twin Piers Road Race 
and came first! 

 
 

 

Cheerleading 
 

t the end of January, years 7 and 8 had the 
second of their cheerleading sessions with our 
coach, Cheryl.  The year 8 girls were able to 

build on their skills developed in their dance unit 
before Christmas where they learned basic stances 
and jumps.  It was great fun as pupils pushed through 
their comfort zones to experience the highs of 
cheerleading.  We couldn't have done so much 
without the help from our cheerleading coaches Holly 
and Teri-Ann – a huge 'thank you' to the girls and 
Cheryl!  At SRG, we have a fantastic year 7 and 8 cheer 
squad that train on a Tuesday lunch time in the 
gym.  We enter cheer competitions and compete 
against other schools.  Please come along and join 
us!  Ask in the PE department for more information.

 

Year 10 Girls 
 

e have many successes to celebrate with 
our year 10 girls at the moment!  Well done 
to Charlotte S (left), who has gained a 

position on the North Wales U17 Netball squad,  
Katharine B (right), who recently achieved silver in the 
North Wales U17 long jump, and Sian J who has also 
reached the Cheshire U15 rugby squad – so many 
fantastic achievements, da iawn! 
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Llwyddiannau Disgyblion 

Cynigion Oxbridge 

If you have any successes that you would like us to share, email a brief description and a picture (where 

possible) to srgadmin@strichardgwyn.flintshire.sch.uk for us to include in the next issue of the Gwyn News. 

Rhedeg Di-Guro 

Codi-hwyl 

Merched Blwyddyn 10 

Rhestr Hir Gemau Olympaidd 

mailto:srgadmin@strichardgwyn.flintshire.sch.uk
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Technocamps Workshop
 

ver the last few 
months, 30 
year 8 students 

have been participating 
in a Technocamp 
workshop.  The 
workshops include five 
sessions on Computational Thinking, Scratch 
Programming, Greenfoot (Java Programming), 
Cryptography & Technology, Ethics and the 
Future.  

In the first session, students looked at the 
concept of Computational Thinking and applying 
it to solve problems and simulate real world 
sequences in Scratch. In the most recent session, 
the students developed their knowledge of atoms 
and molecules and their behaviours, as well as 
using Scratch to model different states of matter 
and simple chemical reactions. 

Although challenging, the workshops are 
helping to enhance our students’ knowledge and 
understanding of a wide range of subjects whilst 
also linking to Computer Science.

 

Prison and Courts Visit 
 

n Tuesday 28 January, Year 13 Psychology 
and Sociology students travelled firstly to 
Berwyn Prison, and then Mold Crown 

Court. In the morning, we had a Criminal 
Psychology workshop, where we learnt about the 
different methods that they use in order to help 
the prisoners’ rehabilitation; we also learnt more 
about the prison itself. After that, we toured some 
of the prison: we went to the remand block in the 
prison, and some of us even went into the cells!  
Once our tour had concluded, we left the prison 
and went to Mold Crown Court. Once there, we 
went to the Public Gallery and witnessed the 

presenting of two crucial pieces of evidence to the 
case in session. It was a fantastic day, and we 
learnt so much about the Justice System, as well 
as the sociological and psychological reasons for 
crime! – Acacia Todd, A2 psychology student 

 

School Improvements 
 

n recent months, lots of renovation work has 

been taking place to improve the appearance 

of the school. Several walls have been 

repainted and the theatre seats have been 

reupholstered, in addition to the continuing work 

to replace all the windows to be more energy 

efficient.  We have also been able to create a new 

Chapel space in the centre of our school and it was 

fantastic to celebrate the first mass as staff on 

Friday 7 February, during staff prayer.  We would 

like to extend our heartfelt appreciation and 
thank you to Father Adrian for funding this 

renovation work for our new school Chapel. 

O 

O 

I 

Gweithdy Technocamps 

Ymweliad Carchar a’r Llys 

Gwelliannau’r Ysgol 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award 

t was a pleasure to see so many of our pupils 

receiving their Duke of Edinburgh Awards at 

the presentation evening in Theatr Clwyd in 

January.  Mr Hughes was able to be there in order 

to present the 26 pupils who had successfully 

completed the silver award, and Mr Crawley 

presented 22 pupils with their bronze awards.  

Well done to all those who have completed this 

qualification through lots of hard work and 

dedication.  The Duke of Edinburgh award is 

running once more this year; see Mr Hoppins for 

more information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are There Limits to Forgiveness? 
 

ear 8 RE classes are currently studying all 
about forgiveness. They have been 
challenged to understand the positive 

impact of forgiveness and the negative impact of 
‘unforgiveness’. Pupils have worked 
collaboratively; creating assemblies exploring the 
theme. As a department we have been 
completely overwhelmed by our young peoples’ 

presentation skills, their use of 
technology and, most 
importantly, the wonderful 
supportive relationships they 
have with one another. We 
look forward to seeing some of 
the groups being able to present their work in 
assemblies in the coming weeks. 

 

Wheel Sports Festival 
 

ive year 7 boys attended the wheel sports 
festival and took part in a workshop with 
team rubicon instructor, Sam.  After the pin 

the sticker on the ramp challenge they competed 
against each other in a bowl and skills 
competition. Well done to SRG pupils that came 
1st, 2nd  and 3rd!  All the boys had a great morning 

and have been 
given information 
about the skate 
park if they want to 
do more. Look out 
for 5x60 scooter 
club coming soon!
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Gwobr Dug Caeredin 

Oes Terfynau i Faddeuant? 

Gŵyl Chwaraeon Olwyn 
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In RE lessons, year 7 have been studying the key concepts of the Kingdom of God. As part of the unit, they were asked to 

complete a creative homework to develop their understanding of God’s Kingdom. The wonderful work below is by Jack C 

(black and white sketch), Sean G (suspended Garden of Eden) and Matylda M (blue oil on canvas).  Da iawn, blwyddyn 7 -  

Mrs Chapman is extremely proud of all your hard work and creativity! 

Pupil Work 
 

Each half term, we are showcasing some of the fantastic work produced by our young people.  Well 
done to all of the pupils who have been nominated by their teachers to have their work included! 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term Ahead 

 

Monday 24 February – Return to school from half term 

Year 10 mock exams begin 

Wednesday 26 February – Ash Wednesday Services 

 

Monday 2 March – St David’s Day Mass 

Wednesday 4 March – Year 5 Quiz 

Thursday 5 March – Friends of SRG Meeting at 5:30pm 

Friday 6 March – School Eisteddfod for years 7 and 8 

Monday 9 March – Year 11 mock German oral exams  

Thursday 12 March – Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

              Year 9 Emmaus Days begin 

Thursday 19 March – Year 9 Options Evening at 6pm 

Monday 30 March – Year 9 Option choices deadline 

Tuesday 31 March – Friends of SRG Easter Bingo 

 

Thursday 2 April – Community Spring Concert at 6pm 

Friday 3 April – Break up for Easter Holidays at 3:30pm 

Monday 20 April – Return to school after half term 

 

 

Hanner Tymor Nesaf 

Gwaith Disgyblion 

Advance notice 

The school will be closed to pupils on Friday 3 July due to an additional teacher training 

day for all schools in Wales, as announced by the Welsh Government. 

The photographs below have been taken by year 8 and year 

10 pupils.  Miss Moore wanted to share the fantastic work 

for everyone to see. 

Charlotte Sellings 

Raziya Gilgil 


