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ADVENT – CELEBRATING THE COMING OF CHRIST 
What’s in a word? 
 
The word ‘advent’ has its root in the Latin word adventus. This translates a Greek 
word parousia which specifically refers to the Second Coming of Christ. 
How many of us have used the question, ‘Are we there, yet?’? All of us, I would 
guess. As little children (and maybe as grown-up ones!) have we become excited 
when Christmas is nearly here? ‘Is it here, yet?’. Christmas morning in some houses 
children ask, ‘Has he been?’ Why do we ask all these questions? The answer, it 
seems is simple. Christmas has come! We shall have presents; we shall have a 
feast; we shall celebrate! Open the presents! Surprise! 
For us who celebrate this great Christian festival with devotion it’s all part of the fun. 
We are also fortunate we have an added dimension, sometimes lost in all the hype and marketing. We have Christ as our main 
gift at Christmas and all through our lives. 
We are in the season which proclaims the Second Coming of Christ. Part of that proclamation is the re-enactment through Nativity 
plays and singing Carols about the FIRST Coming of Christ, born as a baby in Bethlehem over 2,000 years ago. Advent cele-
brates that fact. However, Advent also asks us to get ready to welcome Jesus into our world and into our lives afresh and again 
NOW. The call we have to be Christians is a call to turn to Christ every single day and realise he makes a fresh and exciting im-
pact on us every time we welcome him into our lives. 
We are the fortunate ones, we know this through our understanding of our faith. We respond by living better lives; trying to live the 
Gospel in everything we do. 
Christmas can be a time when differences are emphasised: the ones who have a lot and the ones who have almost nothing. Let 
us pray for and remember with generosity those in need: the homeless; the lonely; those who are sad; those caught in war. 
Generosity should be at the heart of what we do. As a school community this term alone we have raised almost £3,000 to help 
those in need. I think this is our way of saying, as a loving Christian family, ‘this is our GIFT’. We are inspired by love. We are 
inspired by Jesus. Bydded i’r Adfent agor ein calonnau i Grist! Let Advent open our hearts to Christ! 
           Mr R Keating Headteacher 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS: ARE YOU MISSING OUT? 
Parents and Carers who believe they may be entitled for Free School Meals should take up their query with Flintshire County 

Council.  

Online application can be made and you will get an instant response: 

http://www.flintshire.gov.uk/en/Resident/Schools/Education-Benefits 

If you do not want to go online you can phone the Remissions Officer on 01352 704069. 

For clarification, children whose parents receive the following support payments are eligible to receive free school meals: 

• Income Support 

• Income based Jobseekers allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Child Tax Credit, provided that they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and their  

annual income does not exceed £16,190 

• Working Tax Credit "run-on" - the payment someone may receive for a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit 

• Universal Credit 

Because we are a ‘cashless’ catering school it is not possible for other students to discover the identity of those on FSM. 





Next Week-Timetable  

A 

Welsh Phrase 

 

Mae hi’n oer! 

It’s cold! 

 

www.strichardgwyn.com 

 Tel: 01352 736900 

Diary Date 

Governors’ Termly 

Meeting 
Tuesday,  3 December 6pm 

 

PTA Meeting 
Wednesday, 4 December 

6pm at school 

 

Year 10 Savio House 
4 – 6 December 

 

 

S.V.P. Mass and Meal 
Wednesday, 11 December 

5-7pm 

 

Christmas Fayre 
  Church Of The  

Immaculate Conception Flint 

Saturday, 14 December  

11am-2pm   

 

Christmas Reflection 
Thursday, 19 December  

6pm - 7pm 

Church Of The Immaculate Conception, Flint 

Change of Mass Times 
From the first Sunday of Advent  Mass times will be 

6.00pm  Saturday Evening 

8.30 am  Sunday Morning 

10.30am  Sunday Morning 

Please note that there will no longer be a Sunday evening 

Mass. 

Sacrament of Confirmation  
Registration forms are now available for Year 7 students who are 

due to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2014. Forms can 

be collected from Fr Adrian after Sunday Mass or from Mrs 

McNally. The forms need to be returned by 9 December. 

YEAR 11 GCSE GERMAN SPEAKING EXAMINATIONS  
These will be taking place on 2-3 December 2013. Please speak to Miss Amos if you have any 
questions about these examinations – perhaps you could practise this in German! 

Head Boy and Girl Switch on of Flint Christmas Lights 

Charity Event 
On Monday 25 November, 
forty five Year 8 students 
participated in a charity inter-
form handball tournament for 
Harry Vaughan. Harry has a 
very rare condition called 
congenital muscular  
dystrophy merosin negative 
which means Harry will 
never be able to walk, crawl 
or stand.  The little move-
ment he has is made up for 
by  his wonderful personality, 
which lights up everyone’s 
days!  We raised £100 which 
is going to a fantastic cause. 
Harry thoroughly enjoyed the 
event! Well done to every-
one who participated and to 
the winning Form 8F. A big thank you to Holly and Maddie for organizing this event and thank 
you to Mr Suddaby for making this happen.  

Hundreds of people assembled in Flint on Thursday evening to witness the switching on of the 

Christmas lights. Our Head Girl, Jessica Palmer and Head Boy, Declan Murphy were joined by 

their counterparts from Flint High School, Daniel McAdam and Emily Moore on the balcony  

outside the Town Hall to switch on the lights. 




