




GCSEs and A levels need not be the only 

education route that leads to university or 

a successful career.  

A BTEC course offers applied learning 

related to work which may be best for your 

child’s learning and development. 



What is a BTEC? 

BTECs are work related qualifications 

suitable for a wide range of students, built 

to accommodate the needs of employers 

and allow progression to university. 

They provide a more practical, real-world 

approach to learning alongside a key 

theoretical background. 



How Does It Relate? 

Entry - Skills for Life - basic knowledge and skills 

  

- Functional Skills at entry 

level (English, maths and 

ICT) - ability to apply learning in everyday situations 

    - not geared towards specific occupations 

 1 - GCSEs grades D-G - basic knowledge and skills 

  - ability to apply learning with guidance or supervision 

    - may be linked to job competence 

2 - GCSEs grades A*-C - good knowledge and understanding of a subject 

  

- BTEC First Diplomas and 

Certificates 

- ability to perform variety of tasks with some guidance or 

supervision 

  - NVQs at level 2 - appropriate for many job roles 

 3 - A levels   

  

- BTEC Diplomas, 

Certificates and Awards 

- ability to gain or apply a range of knowledge, skills and 

understanding, at a detailed level 

  - NVQs at level 3 

- appropriate if you plan to go to university, work 

independently, or (in some cases) supervise and train 

others in their field of work 



How Are They Assessed? 

BTECs are not exam-based qualifications.  

 

Exams work well for some students but 

others find them rather daunting and 

struggle to see how they fit into the real 

world of work. 



How Are They Assessed? 

 

Students study real-life, work-based case 

studies and complete projects and 

assessments, which contribute to 

achieving each unit studied. 

 

 



How Are They Assessed? 

 Each BTEC is made up of units. 

 

 In order to complete each unit, students must 
achieve against a set of outcomes. The 
assessment criteria address theory with practical 
exercises. 

 

 The projects that students undertake form the 
basis of their unit results which are graded as a 
Pass, a Merit or a Distinction. 



BTEC First in the Construction 

Industry 

Level 2 
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Course Content 

Minimum of three units , two of which are 

compulsory. 

These are: 

1 Structure of the Construction Industry  

2 Exploring Health, Safety and Welfare in 

Construction 

Exploring Carpentry and Joinery 



Rationale 

 The construction industry continues to experience labour 
shortages throughout the skills range, and potential new 
entrants to the industry need to be given every 
encouragement. 

  BTEC Firsts provide specialist work-related and 
motivating programmes of study. They address the key 
areas of knowledge, understanding and skills required 
for learners contemplating a career within the 
construction industry. 

  The requirements of craft, operative and technician 
roles are reflected in the content, and focus is placed on 
learner progression into work, to an apprenticeship, or 
on to further study. 



Where could it lead to ???? 

Options include progression to a further 

qualification in construction and the built 

environment, for example an Edexcel BTEC 

Level 3 qualification in Construction, Civil 

Engineering or Building Services Engineering, or 

 entry to industry with the possibility of 

undertaking additional training, possibly leading 

to the completion of an NVQ, an apprenticeship 

or a technical certificate. 



 The Edexcel BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Construction is a 15-credit 
and 90-guided-learning-hour (GLH) 

 qualification that consists of two mandatory units plus optional units 
that provide for a combined total of 

 15 credits (where at least eight credits must be at Level 2 or above). 

 Edexcel BTEC Level 2 Certificate in Construction 

 Unit Mandatory units Credit Level 

 1 Structure of the Construction Industry 5 2 

 2 Exploring Health, Safety and Welfare in Construction 5 2 

 Unit Optional units 

 4 Use of Science and Mathematics in Construction 5 2 

 5 Construction Processes and Operations for Low-rise Domestic 
Buildings 5 2 

 6 Construction Methods and Techniques for Low-rise Domestic 
Buildings 5 2 

 7 Construction Drawing Techniques 5 2 

 8 Exploring Carpentry and Joinery 5 2 

 11 Exploring Trowel Operations 5 2 

 14 Exploring Painting and Decorating 5 2 

 17 Exploring Building Services Techniques in Construction 5 2 



 In BTEC Firsts all units are internally assessed. 

 All assessment for BTEC First qualifications is criterion 
referenced, based on the achievement of all the 

 specified learning outcomes. 

 Each unit within the qualification has specified 
assessment and grading criteria which are to be used for 
grading purposes. A summative unit grade can be 
awarded at pass, merit or distinction: 

 to achieve a ‘pass’ a learner must have satisfied all the 
pass criteria 

 to achieve a ‘merit’ a learner must additionally have 
satisfied all the merit criteria 

 to achieve a ‘distinction’ a learner must additionally have 
satisfied all the distinction criteria. 



Unit 1: Structure of the Construction 

Industry 

 Assignment 1: The Diversity, Complexity, Contribution and Benefits of Construction to the 
Economy 

 List and discuss the construction industries personnel – tutor-led discussion. 

 Individual roles and responsibilities identified – learner research. 

 The professional role – tutor delivery. 

 Individual research on construction responsibilities. 

 Whole-class teaching to collate individual research. 

 Class discussion on meaning of ‘construction services’. 

 Management, supervisory, craft and professional careers – tutor delivery on the different 
management roles. 

 The professional associations – tutor delivery. 

 Training and qualifications required – tutor delivery. 

 Whole class divided into small teams, each given a professional association with a list of 
questions to answer. 

 Whole-class collation of research tasks. 

 Outline the interactions between the construction team – theory and assessment, how the 
previous roles 

 interact with each other. 

 Independent research in small groups on the interaction between roles. 

 Whole-class discussion on interactions between personnel using outcomes of research. 



Exploring Carpentry and 

Joinery 

 Learning outcomes 

On completion of this unit a learner should: 

 1 Know the hand tools and materials commonly 
used to perform carpentry and joinery tasks 

 2 Understand the important health, safety and 
welfare issues associated with carpentry and 
joinery tasks 

 3 Be able to apply safe working practices to 
mark out and form joints for a timber frame to a 
given 

 specification. 



Any Questions ????????? 


