
Poetry Analysis Level 7  

Two Scavengers in a Truck, Two beautiful people in a Mercedes – Eve Mailey  

This poem is about two garbage men looking very tired and run down, unlike the two beautiful 

people in their Mercedes who are all glamorous and rich with classy jobs.  The women in the car are 

looking down at the men as if they are dirty. The men do not look up to the women. This poem 

describes four people held together for one moment at a red traffic light. This poem starts at the 

end of the men’s day but at the start of the women’s.  

The writer uses the shape of the poem to express his view. He does this by making the poem fairly 

free flowing. He doesn’t use punctuation; instead he begins a new line when he wants us to pause 

reading. This allows us to process what he is telling us.  

Appearance tells us a lot. The rich couple are very fashionable. Ferlinghetti has expensive “hip three-

piece linen suit”(line 11) with her blond hair is “casually coifed” (line 31). On the other hand, the 

garbage men are grungy (line 17). The younger one has sunglasses and long hair (line 24) just like the 

Mercedes driver which forces us to compare the two. The poem is written in the present tense, this 

gives us a sense of immediacy. We feel that the poem is happening now. From a wider perspective it 

also may be suggesting that there is a huge gap between the rich and poor, which need to be fixed.  

‘Two scavengers in a truck, two beautiful people in a Mercedes’ is full of metaphors. The way that 

the men have a truck full of rubbish, this is a metaphor for their lives and their roles in society. It also 

plays with our instinct to judge those ‘below us’. The same thing for the Mercedes, it is a metaphor 

for their lives and their role in the world. Our perception of the world is that a good car means good, 

rich people.  So when we see the trucks in our heads we imagine dirty people who are ugly and 

horrible.  

 


